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states, Tyre and Sidon, Moab and Ammon. A revolt
was planned, probably tinder the general direction of Egypt,
from which at the last moment Edom, Moab, and the Philis-
tines retired. But Judah, Tyre, and Ammon held firm.

When Nebuchadnezzar came south, he was faced by three
enemies, with, of course, the shadow of the real enemy,
Egypt, always m the background. Ezekiel, who was in
Babylon and had heard the story from the Babylonian side,
gives us a glimpse of the great King halting by the Orontes
and wondering which of his enemies to attack first. He used
divination by arrows, and sought an augury by gazing into
the liver of an animal. Then remaining behind with a re-
serve force, he launched two armies, one against Tyre and
the other against Jerusalem Rock inscriptions cut by the
army sent against Tyre are still to be seen below the gorge
at Nahr-el-Kalb, near Beyrout.

After a siege of eighteen months, the Babylonian battering-
rams made a breach in the mighty wall of Jerusalem, and the
city, which had been defended with gallantry, though with
frenzied discord, was entered by the armies. This time
Nebuchadnezzar showed small mercy. He levelled the walls,
destroyed the Temple, laid waste the city, put out the eyes of
Zedekiah, slew his sons, and sent the King with all the nobles
in chains to Babylon. This was the second group of exiles.

A population still remained under a Governor, Gedahah,
and among them was the prophet Jeremiah, who had been
singled out by Nebuchadnezzar for special treatment. Had
the King heard, one wonders, those impassioned pleadings,
so well known to us, in which Jeremiah begged his country-
men to respect the power of their masters ? Surely we can
have no doubt about it. And, having read them, Nebu-
chadnezzar recognised in the prophet one who, from entirely
unworldly motives, was an unexpected ally. Therefore the
King himself gave orders that Jeremiah was to be offered the
choice of going to Babylon or of remaining in the ruined city.
" All the land is before thee, whither it seemeth good and
convenient for thee to go, thither go," he was told. And
Jeremiah elected to stay in Judah. He saw with despair
how even the Jews left behind continued to plot and rebel
until, having murdered the Governor and allied themselves